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SoF position on Sudan- Ethiopian conflict over the Ethiopian

Dam

What are the systems Sudan currently use to source its water
and the politics of shared water between neighboring
countries?

Sudan has a huge amount of groundwater, rainwater that is
used mainly in agriculture as well as small springs and rivers
other than the Nile ecosystem. Now there are no appropriate
policies for shared water between neighboring countries
regarding the Nile. There was previously the treaty of 1959 of
maximal usage of the waters of Nile, signed by Sudan and
Egypt, which was not fair to other countries of the Nile valley.
This treaty is not a valid legal framework anymore because of
the refusal of other countries of the Nile basin to recognize it.
In addition, Sudan, Ethiopia and Egypt signed the 2015
framework declaration of principles, which was a de facto
cancellation of the 1959 treaty. The Antibi agreement could
work as a framework and a preliminary agreement to share
and jointly regulate the waters of the Nile. Unfortunately,
Sudan and Egypt refused to sign the Antibi agreement, which
is an agreement that calls for the equal and fair distribution of
waters of the Nile between the 11 countries of the Nile river
valley. Six countries have already signed, three of which
ratified the agreement, while the remaining five are yet to
sign. Now Sudan and Egypt are changing their positions and
are keener to sign this agreement and withdraw their previous
objections. However, their position is much weaker for
negotiation now that the dam has been built.
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What are the concerns Sudan has on the construction the
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam!

Sudan has many concerns including their share of water and
Sudan's right to have its just amount of water of the Blue Nile
taking into consideration that the Declaration of Principles did
not guarantee neither Sudan nor Egypt a specific amount of
water. Sudan also has concerns regarding the safety of the
dam, which Ethiopia built close to the border with Sudan.
National and international institutions including MIT and
Water Wired have raised many concerns. Ethiopia did not
implement any of the recommendations of the IPoE report
even though it committed itself to this when it signed the
declaration of principles. In addition, there are environmental
concerns regarding the building of the dam and its effect on
the ecosystem in Sudan. We have observed negative outcomes
after building the Merewi dam in Sudan, and Gilgel Gib Dams
in Ethiopia, which severely hurt the lakes of Turkana in Kenya.
Personally, | think the biggest concern is the possessive
attitude of Ethiopia when it comes to the Blue Nile. Ethiopia
sees it as its own river and not an international one. Ethiopia
completely rejects the international law on Transboundary
Rivers. That is the main cause of Ethiopian hostilities and one-
sided actions. Ethiopia believes that it owns the Blue Nile and
only they can make decisions about building and filling dams
on this river. This stands in a great contradiction to the
international law regarding transboundary rivers, as well as to
Sudan-Ethiopia agreement of 1902 which gave Ethiopia the
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Are there any possible benefits for Sudan that could come
from the dam?

| do not believe there are any possible benefits for Sudan. The
Declaration of Principles promises and ensures that Sudan and
Egypt will be able to purchase power generated from the dam,
but taking into consideration the great need for power in
Ethiopia, it is unlikely Ethiopia will sell any power to Sudan.
Environmental benefits of the dam are questionable. Claimed
benefits such as better regulation of the forceful water rush in
the Blue Nile can be achieved in better, safer, and less costly
ways than the Ethiopian Ren. Dam. Ethiopia says the purpose
of the dam is power generation and not irrigation. This is the
same claim that was made when they were building the Gibe
Dams to alleviate Kenya's concerns. What happened next was
the exact opposite and now the effect of the Ethiopian actions
are described as the worst environmental disaster in Africa,
while Kenya’s anger over the starvation of Turkana lake and
region have been ignored.

What was Sudan role in attempted negotiations with Egypt
and Ethiopia and the challenges & successes that came from
these negotiations?

Sudan's negotiation was very weak. | believe Sudan made a
strategic mistake by not signing the Antibi agreement and
following Egypt in its refusal of this agreement. In addition,
Sudanese negotiators were very passive and they tried many
times to play the role of intermediaries ignoring the concerns
and rights of the Sudanese people. Sudanese negotiators were
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supporting either the side of Egypt or the side of Ethiopia
instead of following a strategy that stands for Sudan. None of
the experts was consulted when Omer Albashir signed the
declaration of principles on his own accord. Many of the
Sudanese stances were reactive and not proactive which
allowed Ethiopia to force a fait accompli. Sudan also failed to
use the power of international pressure on Ethiopia, and the
role, which the US could have played facilitating the
negotiations. Instead, Sudan has asked for the intervention of
a much weaker mediator that is the African Union, which lacks
the appropriate experts and measures to ensure the
implementation of an agreement that the three countries
reach.

How do you see tensions surrounding the dam affecting
Sudan’s future relations with Egypt and Ethiopia?

Other than the Dam, we have border tensions with both
countries as both are occupying Sudanese land. Ethiopia is
occupying parts of Alfashaga region in al Gadarif state while
Egypt is occupying Halayeb and Shalateen regions in the Red
Sea state. Conflict over the dam and land disputes are already
negatively affecting the relations between Sudan and the two
countries. The Sudanese position is the weakest at the time
being because of Egypt's military and political power and
because of the fait accompli situation of the dam.

What you think should happen with the dam to avoid further
conflict?
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1. The dam should be under joint administration
between the three countries.

2. Filling and management should be agreed upon by the
three countries and fair share of water should be
secured through an international supported
agreement.

3. Safety measures must be rechecked and
implemented. All recommendations and resolutions
of the international panel of experts should be
implemented by the Ethiopian side.

4. Ethiopia should change its attitude of sole sovereignty
on the Blue Nile and respect the international law
regarding Transboundary Rivers.

5. Ethiopia should not use the dam issue as a way to
mobilize Ethiopian citizens against neighboring
countries as it is doing now.

6. There should also be a bigger role of the international
community including the UE, USA, and the Security
Council of the United Nations.

Adil Abdel Aati,

President, Sudan of the Future

3/3/2021
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